
 

 
      CHV20 Civics  (Grade 10 Open)  

Teacher: Ms. K. Sandziuk 
e-mail: kimberly.sandziuk@ocdsb.ca 
Office: M115   

OVERVIEW:  

Politics is about how societies are governed, how public policy is developed, and how power is 
distributed. Civics is a branch of politics that focuses on the rights and responsibilities associated with citizenship, the role 
of governments, and how people can get involved in the political process and take action on issues of civic importance. 
The study of civics supports students in becoming informed, engaged, and active citizens in the various communities to 
which they belong, whether at the local, national, or global level.  
 
PREREQUISITE: NONE This course has a value of .5 credits and runs for half the semester (9 weeks) 
 

STRAND 
 

OVERALL COURSE EXPECTATIONS 

 
A:  
Political 
Inquiry and 
Skills 
Development 

 

Throughout this course, students will: 
A1 Use the political inquiry process and concepts of political thinking when investigating issues, events, and 
developments of civic importance. 
 
A2 Apply in everyday contexts skills developed through investigations related to civics and citizenship 
education, identify some careers in which civics and citizenship education might be an asset. 
 

 
B:  
Civic 
Awareness 

 

By the end of this course, students will: 
B1 Describe beliefs and values associated with democratic citizenship in Canada, and explain how they are 
related to civic action and to one’s position on civic issues. 
 
B2 Explain, with reference to a range of issues of civic importance, the roles and responsibilities of various 
institutions, structures and figures in Canadian governance. 
 
B3 Analyze key rights and responsibilities associated with citizenship, in both the Canadian and global context, 
and some ways in which these rights are protected. 
 

 
C: 
Civic 
Engagement 
and Action  

 

By the end of this course, students will: 
C1 Analyze a variety of civic contributions, and ways in which people can contribute to the common good. 
 
C2 Assess ways in which people express their perspectives on issues of civic importance and how various 
perspectives, beliefs, and values are recognized and represented in communities in Canada. 
 
C3 Analyze a civic issue of personal interest and develop a plan of action to address it. 
 

THE BIG IDEAS 

The four concepts of political thinking - 

● political significance 
● objectives and results 
● stability and change 
● political perspective 

 
- underpin thinking and learning in all politics courses in the Canadian and world studies program. At least one concept of 
political thinking is identified as the focus of each overall expectation in strands B and C of the grade 10 Civics course. 
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EVALUATION 
 

Term Final 
 
Student work and performance will be assessed and evaluated upon the 
curriculum's overall learning expectations for the course. 
When work is assessed, comments will be made on student work as 
feedback to support the student's ongoing learning and improvement. 
Examples of assessment may include observations, informal quizzes, 
rough drafts of assignments, homework, presentations and class 
discussions 
When work is evaluated, a level will be assigned to student work 
according to a rubric or marking scheme. Examples of evaluations may 
include formal quizzes,  unit tests, case studies, assignments, 
presentations, summative tasks and a final exam.  

 
 
         Term Work 70% 
Summative Task(s) 30% 

       Final Mark 100% 
 

ACCOMMODATIONS:  

The Social Science department makes every effort to accommodate the identified needs of exceptional students and will attempt to 
differentiate curriculum delivery methods, student modes of expression, and assessment methods as recommended by the student’s 
individual education plan (IEP).  
 
REQUIRED MATERIALS: 
Students are expected to arrive to class each day on time, with all necessary items. This includes lined paper, pens, pencils etc. It is 
recommended that students have a separate 3 ring binder for Civics. Worksheets and materials will be provided and coil notebooks are 
more difficult to keep organized. A course textbook will be loaned to each student at the start of the semester. It must be brought to 
class each day. If it is damaged beyond normal wear and tear, a replacement fee may be charged at the end of the semester. 
 
SCHOOL EXPECTATIONS:  
 
Please see the school website for policies on punctuality, absenteeism, examinations, academic fraud, and other student 
responsibilities. 
 
CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS: 
 

● Students are expected to be respectful of the teacher, their classmates and the classroom environment. Course concepts 
relating to good citizenship extend to the classroom, school and community. 

 
● If you arrive late and the door is closed, please knock politely and wait to be admitted. If you arrive late and the door is open, 

please come in and take your seat politely, with as little disruption as possible. Once there is a suitable break in classroom 
activities, make sure you speak with the teacher about the reason for your lateness and confirm that your attendance has been 
accurately recorded. 

 
● As noted above, please arrive on time and bring everything you need with you. 

 
● Civics often includes discussion of current issues, including differing viewpoints. When it comes to discussions, students are 

expected to participate by contributing their ideas and listening respectfully to the views of others, as appropriate.Please 
remember that effective communication also includes listening. You do not have to agree, but you must respect the right of 
others to disagree with you. 

 
● Students are welcome to bring smart phones, tablets, laptops and other wifi-capable devices, BUT…  

Please ask permission before using them, unless invited to do so as part of a lesson. 
Remember that OTHS is 60+ years old. Capacity for recharging is limited.  

 
● Course materials,  information and assignments will be shared on Google Classroom. Students are expected to access it 

regularly, and are expected to be prepared for quizzes and tests, and to meet assignment deadlines as posted on Classroom. 
 
 
Our Classroom code is: ________________________________ 

 
 
 


